





AKEMI SONE
DESIGN PHILOSOPHY

When Akemi Sone sets out to design a particular garment, her goal is to create a piece

that will stand on its own as a distinctive tashion statement.

Sone brings to each collection she designs the spirit and creativity she developed In
Japan and has continued to develop in the United States. “Certain details, like the
drape of a particular skirt of the slit of a sleeve, may be reminiscent of the kimono,” she

explains, “but my overall design sensibility is primarily American and European.”

Likewise, all of the fabric prints and patterns in Sone's collections, which are of her

own design, are delightful combinations of Eastern beauty and Western spirit.

The designs in Sone's collection share a distinctive femininity that is both flattering
and extremely wearable. “l envision the weman who wiil be buying these clothes --
what her life is like, where she will be wearing them -- and | try to design what | think

she will want and need,” Sone says.

“At every stage of creation, from rough sketches to examining a finished dress, |

always keep the woman who will be wearing my clothes in mind.”



@ AKEMI SONE CAREER PROFILE

2005

2002

2000

1999

1998

19979

1996

1994

1993

1992

1991
1990

* Opened new studio for N-Y+-B+S CREATIVE ARTS at 5th Avenue.

* Book Debut in Japan from Sunmark Publishing, Inc.

[AKEMI SONE New York Style [Aqua Makeup ]

- “"Red” Total Beauty Collection at The Westin Osaka and The
Meridien Grand Pacific Hotel Tokyo, Japan

* Opened new studio for N-Y-B-S CREATIVE ARTS.

* Founded N:Y-B-S CREATIVE ARTS.

* Opened new office for N:Y-B-S CREATIVE ARTS at The Gray Bar
Building at Grand Central Station.

* Flower & Garden Show by AKEMI SONE SPECIAL COLLECTION
at Rockefeller Center.

- AKEMI SONE SPECIAL COLLECTION at the United Nations.

- MIKIMOTO AMERICA LTD. Scarf designed by AKEMI SONE.

* Opened AKEMI SONE boutique.

* Designed and created private costume for Placido Domingo.

* Founded NEW YORK BEAUTY SPACE INC.

* Created skin care line [DERMA SYSTEM |

* Created cosmetics line IN-Y B -S|

* Designed and created private costume for Michael Jackson.

* Presented Fall/ Winter 94 New York Collection at the Waldorf
Astoria Hotel, NYC.

* Introduced Spring/ Summer 94 New York Collection at the “7th on
Sixth” Fashion Show at Bryant Park, NYC.

* Presented Fall/ Winter 93 New York Collection at own atelier, NYC.

* Founded IMEKA NEW YORK Co., INC., and international apparel
firm that designs, manufactures, and distributes “couture” quality
women’s wear.

* Producer, artistic director, and design consultant for Hakuhodo
Advertising America, Inc. and Tsumura International Inc., the
world’s largest toiletry and beauty care companies.

- Presented Fall/ Winter '92 New York Collection at own atelier, NYC.
-Made American debut by presenting Spring/ Summer ’92 New York



1989
1987

1986

1985

1984

1979 -
Meguro ,Tokyo, in Japan.

Collection at the Royalton Hotel NYC.
- Designed and created stage costumes for Grover Washington, Jr.,

La Toya Jackson, and other celebrities.

* Founded AKEMI SONE STUDIO, INC., in NYC.

* Designed the “Akemi Sone” line of kimonos for JURAKU Co., in
Kyoto, Japan.

* Kimono IROHA by Akemi Sone is new line of kimonos at the Japan
Art Festival in Kyoto, Japan.

+ Presented Avant-garde new kimono show with rock music at the
Parco Theater in Tokyo, Japan.

* Presented “AKEMI Kimono Fashion Performance” at Aoyama Spiral
Hall in Tokyo, Japan.

-”Akemi Sone,” a new line of kimonos, and “Yuki Azuma,” a new line
of long-sleeved kimonos, are designed and produced for the Yasuda
Tashichi Co., in Kyoto, Japan.

* Designed costumes for performance of Shakespearean plays
“Ophelia” and “King Lear” at the Japan Art Festival in Tokyo, Japan.
“Ophelia” won the Japan Arts Academy Prize.

* Produced and directed kimono show for The Snow Festival in
Nigata, Japan.

* Produced and orchestrated kimono show with Hiroshi Itsuki, one of
Japan’s most prominent singers.

* Presented “Shiromuku,” a kimono performance at the NBC Arena in
Honolulu, Hawaii.

* Coordinated the CELINE kimono debut collection at The Imperial
Hotel in Tokyo, Japan.
Founded AKEMI SONE KIMONO FASHION STUDIO in

* Established AKEMI SONE LADIES BEAUTY ACADEMY, a training
institute for kimono models. Also produced and orchestrated kimono
shows.

* Designed and coordinated costumes for singers and actresses.

1975 + Taught traditional kimono wearing at Hatsumi Kishimoto Total

1973

School and at more than twenty schools throughout the Kobe region of
Japan, while working as a music journalist for Music Research Co.
in Osaka.

- Studied kimono in Kyoto, Japan
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RC:F‘I Trust and Tishman Spt'}-'m' Prt}':nv.rticr.*-; are }:I]E'EiEE'{] to present the sixth annual Rockefeller Center Flower
& Garden Show, and to introduce our 1998 title sponsor, Home & Garden Television. As the television net
work dedicated solely to the improvement and beautification of home, HGTYV is the ]:-{'rﬂ?::[ partner for the

Rockefeller Center Flower & Garden Show. Now seen across the

U.S. and in countries all over the world, HGTV offers dozens of
original programs featuring gardening and landscaping, building
and remodeling, decorating and interior design, crafts, special

interests and more. HGTV brings millions of people closer to all the

| thi:ngs the'f' love about home.

! The Rockefeller Center Flower & Garden Show was created in 19973
I by David Murbach, Manager of the Gardens Division, and continues
to be a signature event year after year. The show is a natural evolution
in the development of the Channel Gardens, where the displays grow

in drama and imagination with each passing season. The Flower &

“Flower Goddess”

When Akemi Sone sets out to design a particular
garment her goal is to create a piece that will stand
on its own as a distinctive fashion statement.
Akemi Sone brings to each collection she designs
the spirit and creativity she developed in Japan and
has continued to develop in the United States.
“Certain details like the drape of a skirt or the slit
of a sleeve may be reminiscent of the kimono,” she
explains, “but my overall design sensibility is
primarily American and European.”

Likewise, all of the fabric, prints and patterns
in an Akemi Sone collection are delightful com-
binations of Eastern beauty and Western spirit.
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“Flower Goddess”

When Akemi Sone sets out to design a particular
garment her goal is to create a piece that will stand
on its own as a distinctive fashion statement.
Akemi Sone brings to each collection she designs
the spirit and creativity she developed in Japan and
has continued to develop in the United States.
“Certain details like the drape of a skirt or the slit
of a sleeve may be reminiscent of the kimono,” she
explains, “but my overall design sensibility is
primarily American and European.”

Likewise, all of the fabric, prints and patterns
in an Akemi Sone collection are delightful com-
binations of Eastern beauty and Western spirit.
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AKEMI SONE

SPECIAL COLLECTION
AT THE UNITED NATIONS

@HFF: 199749 H 12 H (&) UNITED NATIONS (X% v 75—

@577 . FEFES ALY GENERAL ASSEMBLY BUILDING

@ L : EffHES XY v 757 —ZFEHB%E UNITED NATIONS STAFF DAY COMMITTEE
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UNITED NATIONS @ NATIONS UNIES
Z=

B e o

FOETAL ADDRESS—ADRESSE POSTALE UNITED NATICNS. M. Y. 10017
CABLE ADDRESS—ADRESSE TELEGRAFHIQUE UVNATIONSE HEWYORK

JN Staff Day 1997
Frashion Show

06 August 1997/

~ETTER OF RECOMMENDATION

carlier this year, the United Nations Staff Day Committee invited Akemi Sone
10 be a representative of Japanese fashion at the United Nations Staff Day on

September 1997.

-or the first time in the history of Staff Days at the United Nations, a Japanese
rashion designer is invited to participate in this grand event. The spirit of this
:vient s premised upon goodwill, and therefore, the collection production is non-profit.

Jnder such circumstances, Akemi Sone iIs seeking your support.

We would greatly appreciate a donation to this project.

M&WA

Natalia E. Samoilova
Vice-Chairperson

UN Staff Day Committee
United Nations, L-350

New York, NY 10017
Telephone: (212) 963-7433
FAX: (212) 963-2388
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AKEMI SONE SPECIAL COLLECTION
AT THE UNITED NATIONS

@ DATE : AT 4:30 SEPTEMBER 12, 1997 THE UNITED NATIONS STAFF DAY
@ PLACE : THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY BUILDING

# New YORK
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Pearl & Jewelry
Fabric & Material

(S-E-1 SALON)

Director
Photographer
Music

Video
Lighting

Total Producer
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AKEMI SONE SPECIAL COLLECTION
AT THE UNITED NATIONS

@ DATE : AT 4:30 SEPTEMBER 12, 1997 THE UNITED NATIONS STAFF DAY
® PLACE : THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY BUILDING

llllll
|||||||||

MEW YORK

" LOVE -+ PEACE & BEAUTY "
PART-1 INTRO "DREAM"
PART-2 SPRING "WALTZ of the ORCHID"
PART-3 SUMMER "METRO"
PART-4 AUTUMN "FUSION"
PART-5 WINTER "GALA"
PART-6 IMAGE SYMBOL  "LOVE - PEACE & BEAUTY"

SPECIAL THANKS

PERMANENT MISSION OF JAPAN TO THE UN

IMEKA

NEW YORK CO., INC.

NEW YORK BEAUTY SPACE INC.
LAW OFFICE of ROY P. MILLER
MIYUKI CO., INC.

BEAR STEARNS ARTHUR J. PACHECO
THE PONDS LAW FIRM
SPACE CRAFT KAZU KATAOKA
MIKIMOTO AMERICA LTD. Make up
TORAY . TAKESITA-RI . KURABO INDUSTRIES INC.
TOKY(O) MODERN . NIPPON LACE . TAKUMI KOGEI
PAGO FABRIC . HORIKOSHI NEW YORK INC. . NIPPON VILENE
JENOVA
YOSHIYUKI OKUBO
SEIICHIRO HAMADA (Momotaro)

CORY L. TUTTLE,

LUDEN HERIQUEZ

EUGENE TOYE, JOEY BLAYLOCK

EMI TANAKA
SANAE KUNIEDA

TOMOKO KAWAMOTO, SEINCHIRO KAWAMOTO
SEIKO THARA, SHINICHI MURATA

OTHELLO
HIDEYUKI TATEBAYASHI

Atelier Production

TARO FUJIWARA, PATRICE P. FIDOLE

TOP SPIN
ALLAN

AKEMI SONE

AKEMI

217 East 49 th Street, New York, NY 10017
Phone (212)753-9233 Fax (212)753-9225

YUKIHITO USHIKI
SINTARO MEGURO
MIKIKO KAWASHIMA
MINORU OBATA
SETSUKO HOSOMI
MITSUNORI HIRASAWA
YUKA WASHIZU

(Momotaro Shige Kosuda Salon)

(Lancome)

HIROMI SHINMEI
MITSUYO ITWANAGA
YOKO TANAEKA
CHANGBUM KIM
NORICO KANEKO
DUNIA BARLEY
KUMIKO KUBODERA

S ONE

MIYAKO ODAGAKI
KELLY FRICK
RACHEL RAE
PRICEILLA WAED
TANYA MARSHALL
VEVERLY GOLD



4:30 p.m. General Assembly Hall

International Fashion Show presented by IMEKA of New York

This performance has become possible thanks to the generous support of MIKIMOTO America
Ltd. And the Permanent Mission of Japan to the United nations. The evening event of the
International Fashion Show has been co-ordinated by Ms. Natalia Samoilova, a staff member of
the Department of Public Information.

AKEMI SONE

Profile:

Akemi Sone, an accomplished fashion designer whose creative
concept grew from the traditional Japanese “KIMONO”, has
always explored the world of design with her own unique
vision. Prior to moving to this country 9 years ago, she was
working as a well-known and successfully established Kimono
designer. Now living in this country, Akemi has been designing
her creations actively using her unique background. The actual
process of her creativity begins with producing her own fabrics
by first selecting the threads for weaving, and then hand
painting patterns on such fabrics. Therefore, Akemi’s fabric
itself even before made into garments, is a form of art, having a
special refinement and uniqueness that captures the
sophisticated and highly cultured eye. The collection that is to
be introduced on “Staff Day” will be divided into four groups
for a theme of “Four-seasons” of four countries she has chosen.
Throughout the collection, the garments will reflect the
sublimation of Japanese color and patterns that are transformed
by Akemi’s creativity.




Akemi Sone
Design Philosophy

When Akemi Sone sets out to design a particular garment,
her goal is to crat a piece that wil stand on its own as a
distinctive fashion statement.

Sone brings to each collection she designs the spirit and
creativity she developed in Japan and has continue to develop
in the United States. “Certain details, like the drape of a
particular skirt or the slit of a sleeve, may be reminiscent

of the kimono, " she explains, “but my overall design
sensibility is primarily American and European.”

Likewise, all fo the fabric prints and patters in Sone s
collections, which are of her own design, are delighiful
combinations of Eastern beauty and Western spiril.

The designs in Sone’s colelction share a distinctive
femininity that is both flattering and extremely wearable.
“I envision the woman who will be buying these cloths --
what her life is like, where she will be wearing them --
and I try to design what I think she willw ant and need.”

Sone sqys.

At every stage of creation, from rough skeiches to examining
a finished dress, I will keep the woman who will be wearing
my cloths in mind.”

e e

g
730 FIFTH AVENUE AT 57TH STREET, NEW YORK 1-8 -{’Tj- :
SOUTH COAST PLAZA - TOKYO - LONDON : PARIS
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AKEMI SONE FASHION SHOW AT THE UNITED NATIONS =
il

During "Staff Day" the September 1Zth, 1997 event attended
by parties concerned with the United Nations as well as
ambassadors from all over the world, AKEMI SONE will have a
fashion show and will be the first New York based Japanese I
designer to ever present a fashion collection there.

AKEMI SONE is honored to accept the offer to be the first
Japanese designer to have a show at the United Nations from a UN
staff coordinator involved in this event.

WIZK 0S'1S EOLO1 AN {0, map ' 45 "anuasy qij 4 goom

ATAIIMNSE (B30 1G9 (212) "D e sy |anaso

The show will be held in the General Assembly Building and
will last for approximately one hour

AKEMI SONE's designs are known for a style which origilnates
from KIMONO's simplicity, particularly the fabrics, which are
also designed by her.

"I pick the cities in Lthe world according to the seasons and
set the stories behind them. I would like to show my concern 1n
the colors and the patterns from Japan in the cllection.” AREMI
SONE is enthusiastic about this show.

"It has been nine years since I arrived in New York. I
would like to take this collection back to Japan to present it as

an assembly of my work of these nine years. She adds.
From The Yomiuri America
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block eager to share her de-
signs with fashionable Americans

who happen to be looking for new
girls on the block. She's Japanese
designer Akemi Sone, whose dra-

———

favorite

Walter Chin, who can barely be
She even de-

signs her own fabric, friends. Do

Bazaar
they know that on Seventh Ave?

INEW, YORKEOS I

Yasmeen, the super model, will
show off the entrance-making de-
meen, and they're both crazy

demand. Jamaica-born Walter
loves the leggy, six-foot tall Yas-

signs for super shutterbug — and
pinned down these days he's 8o in

will soon be seen in a lovely coffee

matic kimono-inspired collection
table book.

about Akemi Sone.
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1 the back, at the waist. Such a
wely new way to achieve a nau-
‘cal air!

Ms. Sone has been in this coun-

v about a vyear. Originally a
imono designer, she became a
1usic journalist and moved from
overing Japanese rock stars to
ressing them. She designs and
and paints her own fabrics, and

It that American women might
ppreciate her work. So now she’s
itting New York with a dazzling
Mlection just as manv fashion
*tailers are joining the homeless
Jpulation,

So far, she has sold to stores in
alifornia. Seattle. Chicago and
onolulu. Yesterday, a spokes-
ian for the company reported
itrong interest” (but no sales) 2104
om Saks Fifth Avenue, Bergdorf 2401
oodman, Bloomingdale’s and 4194
nwit Teller. the giants — angd DO
v lastemaxers - asinung the 240)
:tion’s fashion merchants. Huy
If the stores remain timid in the 1 94}
ce of today’s peor retail eli- P09
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Silk and Lycra
knit cardigan,
walking shorts
in sea gold,
made
interesting
with a coil of
black rope.

tank and

back dress with
braided rope

straps and
bodice trim.
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Fast Facts

- FLAG 'EM
DO‘HN We just this second heard
that LaToya Jacksun will be wear-
ing, well, nol much when she enter-
tains the trcops in Saudi later this
month. Her outlit will-almost consist
of hot pants and a matching bit of a
top. It's supposed to look |ike the
American flag, bul 1t's so small it
might only have 13 stars. The design-
er, Akemi Sonc, is from a Japanese

- garmento family — that means they
make kimonos. LaTova will be wear- >
ing thigh-high patent leather boots
to. round ofl this classic, classic all-
American ensemble.

Edited by Linda Stasi




Liv Ullmann turns 50
& stops thinking thin

IV ULLMANN, who works

overtime for the plight of refu-
gee women and children through-
out the world, received the Inter-
national Women in Development
Award in Washington, D.C., and
looked trim and sexy while she
was recelving it.

Liv, who has just made two
films in Europe, told writer Karen
Feld she takes pride in being a
woman, and had a few thing= *
say on the topic of res~" -
30: “At 50, I can -
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“Ot
celebrated his fortysomething
birthday last week, left the ' off-
Broadway hit temporarily to play
a man having a mid-life crisis in
an upcoming NBC movie of the
week, “When Will I Be Loved™

Conway's character is a fortyish
hot-shot clothing manufacturer
described as “a lousy provider
and a great lover." As if trylng to
prove the latter, he spent a recent
day virtually nude under the
sheets shooting Intensive love
scenes with Stefanie Powers, who
plays his wife. There must be mil-
lions of men around who will tell
you there are worae thinga.

But playing a great lover for the
camera was a change of pace for
an extremely nervous Conway,
who, deapite his years in the busi-
ness. has never done a hot love

imtense love scenes.

down-turn and a 10-year mar-
riage that is coming unstuck be-
cause he can't handle the rat race.

THERE'S A new girl on the
block eager to share her de-
signs with fashionable Americans
who happen to be looking for new
girls on the block. She's Japanese §

designer Akemi Sone, whose dra-§
matic kimono-inspired collection Je® .4 -

will soon be seen in a lovely coffee . . kY

Yasmeen, the super model, will
show off the entrance-making de-
8igns for super shutterbug — and
favorite

Walter Chin, who can barely be
pinned down these days he's so in
demand. Jamaica-born Walter
loves the leggy, six-foot tall Yas-
.meen, and they're both
-about Akemi Sone. She even de-

8igns her own fabric, friends. Do
they know that on Seventh Ave?

Bazaar

.
L
I il
b -
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crazy

But that's just the haif of it. Ti-
na's “Foreign Affairs” tour h-
been such a smash it's °
tended to late Qe+ -"
It was to =~
o=’

a0k *""
il B
- Would clean

~oelves? Or bath?
|

Bﬂﬂllal.lhl.ilf Portago of the lo-
cal social swim is the new di-
rector of development and mem-
bership at the French Institute/

Alllance Francalse on New York's

Upper East Bide. 80 tomorrow, to
celebrate the first day of summer,
Carbara will host an evening of

‘welcome for the institute's new

Am those who will
ed tme recelving line

— that's how they
at the institute — are
mitri of Yugoslavia,
Farkas, Kathy Johnson,
r Kelths, Francis

ert at Versailles.

lzabeth Kabler, Genev-
, the Clifford Brokaws
de Givenchy's neph-
and Miver,
rink Taittinger cham-
2view Dominique De-.
llet film “Katia and Vo-
end the evening with a
ficale consisting of
ayed on the accordion,
¥ and dessert wines. So°

civillized.
[ |

i

J.n.mcn: Levin opened her Fifth'
Avenue apartment to show her.
magnificent collection of French’
Impressionist paintings and her:
new Picasso bronze to Sir Hugh:
and Lady Cassom and Natasha
Gelman, '
8ir Hugh and Natasha are not:
just your average drop-ins. He is!
the president emeritus of the:
Royal Academy of Art in London,.
where Natasha Gelman's enor-
mous collection of Impressionists
is now on view. Impressed? While,
Janice Levin buys art, her daugh-i
ter Susan Levin Tepper sells it
Three of the gouaches from her'
“Heads” series were just bought
by Alfonso Ossorio of the Philip-
pine sugar Ossorios, whose East
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EW YORK — Akemi
Sone is a welcome new
face. In her first collec-
tion for the U.S., she offered

American women shapes that
floated down the runway.

The day looks were the best
part of her spring collection,
shown here last week. The ocean

and the wind inspired her so-
phisticated, dreamy clothes.

Poet shirts with platter col-
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lars looked romantic paired with
slim pants or a simple skirt. The
pearl-collar cream swing dress
also had a soft, light feel.

Akemi designs and makes
all her own fabrics, and some
wonderful prints look like water-
color paintings. They looked
best as big check T-shirts paired
with slim skirts.

~ Day looks floated, but eve-
ning got heavy. Loads of prints,

shirring and jewels cluttered up
what could have been promising
dresses.

The fabrics and colors were
fresh and designs showed imagi-
nation. If some of Sone's ideas
were not completely on target,
she’s made a strong start.

Above: the shrimp silk poet
shirt and wide pants: the black
and gray silk and polyester T-
and red silk skirt; the cream
rayon and silk dress.
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8 HRISTIAN FRANCIS Roth.

By Frank DeCaro

the 21-year-
old designer who burst upon the fashion
scene six months ago with his first runway
show and a child-inspired collection of
crayon dresses and mosaic jackets, now
worries that his head is on the chopping
block. He's concerned that, after the explo-
sion of publicity be has received, members
of the tashion community are “really anx-
ious for someone to crash and burn.” And

I he knows if his next collection isn't drop-

dead gorgeous and, at the same time, sale-

§ able, that “someone’ could be him,

N TSRS diRe QElting

a ol ol all@nism |-a|l?'-|.'
and il's making some of

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 3, 1990 = MANHATTAN « 25 CENTS
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To put it simply: it is, they are, and he’s
right.

“It’s always been that a young person
1s catapulted to the top. It happens every
two or three years,” he says. But being

- vaulted to the forefront of Lhe fickle fash-

ion business is dangerous, as the much
hyped and now defunct designers David
Cameron, Stephen Sprouse and Andre
Walker can attest.

“The press needs someone to have a big
question mark about and unfortunately
that's me,” Roth says. 'All eyes are on me
right now.”

Well, maybe not all eyes. But, at the
moment, Roth is in the spotlight with a
host of other young designers who a year
ago were all but unknown. Roth, Todd
Oldham, Zang Toi, Gemma Kahng, Badg-
ley Mischka, Joanna Mastroianni, C.D.
Greene, Akemi Sone, John Scher — these
are the names being bandied about in the
business of Oscar, Calvin, Ralph, Donna
and Mr. Beene. Whether young in busi-
ness or in years, young designers are hot
— trendy even. They’'ve become what the
good-humored Todd Oldham calls “defi-
nitely the flavor of the month right now."

There have been windows at Bergdorf
Goodman, full-page advertisements in
New York and Mirabella magazines, pro-
files in People, a spread in Fame, 10 pages
of “Absolut Fashion™ ads in Elle, and most
coveted of all, a share of exposure on the
pages of Vogue. Tomorrow, even the Con-
tact Lens Council is jumping on the young-
designer bandwagon with a promotional
fashion show featuring Roth, Zang Toi,
Jeanette and others from the stables of
Martha International, the young designer
shop retailer Lynn Manulis opened last
November as a more youthful counterpart
to her tony Park Avenue shop Martha.

“Everything had become very boring

anc simply repetitive, and you couldn’t tell
ers without a score card,” Manulis says. ‘I
do something unusual and new to catapu
into the 'Nineties. It needed to be fresh, it
be inventive, it needed to be innovative ar
all it needed to take risks.” Young designe
bill and were a way to attract customers wl
shopped at Martha before. Manulis says s
“modicum of success”’ with Martha Inl
But that’s been enough to inspire imitator:

Six weeks ago Macy’s Herald Square fla
opened a New Signatures shop featuring
signers. Some, such as Gordon Henderso
Leva and Randolph Duke, are better
known than others, such as Ellen Osman
or Tracy Feith. But the idea is ver}r much
tha same as Manulis’.

“What [ think is interesting is that
young designers are doing grown-up
clothes and they're doing it less expensive-
ly than the established designers,” says
Bruce Binder, vice president / fashion di-
rector for Macy's Northeast.

About her competition, Manulis says, *']
suddenly think I've opened up the flooc
gates. These kids, nine or ten months ago
couldn’t get in to see a buyer.”

“I used to call buyers to look at my lin¢
and they wouldn't return my phone calls,’
attests young designer Gemma Kahng
“Now they’re calling us.” During an inter
view last week, buyers from Saks Fifth Ave
nue shopped Kahng’s holiday collection o
suits and dresses appliqued with crystal
and faux jewels, and suggested she thin'
about making a personal appearance a
their newly renovated Chicago stort
“They’re talking really big,”’ one
Kahng's associates said after they'd lef
The designer simply responded, “Oh, m
God!”

Kahng is sold at both Martha Intern:
tional and in Macy’s New Signatures sho
With its new third floor boutique, Macy
has attempted to create an intimate sp
cialty store atmosphere within the lar
department store. Duplicate garments a
kept out of view in a storercom and me
chandise is regularly added or mov:
around, This lends a feeling of exclusivi
to the shop, something like the feeling y:
get at Martha International.

“I only see three customers here, b
they look right,” Binder said on a rece
afternoon in New Signatures. “Right,”
this case, translates to women who :
“creative and fun and young,” wom
who “want to be the leaders and we
something new.” Macy’s strategy is to 1
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A NEW KICK IN KIMONOS
e /

Contemporary styles shake up an industry wrapped in tradition

By Akiko Fukami
Tokyo Bureau of The Sun :
Tokyo
orn and bred Iin a world

v steeped In one of Japan's old-

est cultural traditlons, Akemi
Sene hardly seemed the type who
would one day end up being branded
a heretic and accused of trying to
turn the anclent and venerable ki-
mono industry on its head.

Daughter of a famlily that ran a
kimono school in the city of Kobe,
Ms. Sone was 15 when she was sent
by her parents to Japan's cultural
capital of Kyoto to begin studying the
Intricate arts of wearing and caring
for kimonos -~ the exquisite silk
garments that are so central to Ja-
pan's traditional image around the
world.

Within three years she herself
had become an Instructor, and
seemingly a perfect example of the
type person destined to hand down
one of Japan's most important cul-
tural traditions to the next genera-
tion.

Until, that is, the day came nine
years ago when Akemi Sone stopped
thinking of the kimono as a museum
plece and started thinking of it as
Just another piece of material.

"l didn't like the idea of teaching
how to wear a kimono as a kind of
cultural relic,” says the 31-year-old
designer. “Until then, | had been
caught up In the idea that tradition
must be kept untouched. . . . All you
need is a dose of imagination to lib-
erate your sense of beauty. If you

Akemi Sone, one of Japan's most
innovative young designers, is planning
to debut her new-style kimono dresses

in the United States next spring.

think of it as something different
from ‘the Kimono," you realize there
are millions of different ways to wear
It and it becomes just like any other
plece of clothing.”

Now one of Japan's most innova-
tive young designers, Ms. Sone
presents dozens of ways of wearing
a single kimono to audiences that
are sometimes shocked, occasionally
vutraged, but always fascinated.

MNext spring. Ms. Sone 1s sched-
uled to make her debut in New York
by presenting some 200 varieties of

kimono-based fashions, altered a bit

from the basic form to fit the Wes
ern taste. She hopes eventually t
open some- shops in the Unite
States to sell her dresses for abou
$640 aplece. :

Ms. Sone's kimonos can be wor
backward with a pair of suede boot:
wrapped around the walst over a lec
tard or worn like a miniskirt with .
pair of colored tights and high heels.

“I'm not trying to be negativ
about the traditional way of wearin;
kimonos,” says Ms. Sone. "[ jus
want to shed a new light on our fa
vorite garment so that Japanes
women and women around th.
world can add the kimono to thei
wardrobe.”

Ms. Sone s not the only one try
ing to take the kimono out of th:
cultural closet and put it back int:
everyday use.

Sales of what are being callec
"new kimonos™ have surged In Ja
pan and have evidently captured the
Imagination of young, fashion-con
sclous Japanese women who had al
ways wanted to wear a kimono bu!
lacked the skills needed to put themr
on or had resisted the rigid, formal
rules that govern thelr use.

Unlike Ms. Sone's creations, new
kimonos look like traditional kimo-
nos and are worn the same way but
can be made out of cotton, linen,
polyester or other artificial blends.
Many of Tokyo's most fashionable
department stores have added spe-
cial new kimono boutiques, and the
fashion is apparently catching on:
Sales are growing by about 50 per-

'WHERE TO FIND A SILK KIMONO

K Vg AL © S Whether you're a collector

Bl g sl e < of Japanese cylturé or just ;
‘friferested (riéxoticlounge wear,
you can find 100 percent silk
kimonos imported_from the Far
East avallable in this area at
Arise, 6925 Willow St. N.W.,
Washington. The kimonos range
from 850 to 8150, varying with
age, pattern and colors.;and
elaborate wedding kimonos,
S500 to 52,000, are also sold
here.

—Michael Wilson




cent a year even though new kimo-
nos are not cheap, the average cost
belng about S560.

Il itJasts, the new fashlon could
- be a much-needed shot in the arm
for an Industry that is slowly
shrinking.

l\imonos are an unusual enough
sight on the streets of Tokyo these
days that a woman wearing one
stands out In a crowd: since 1972,
the amount of silk produced for ki-
monos has declined by 40 percent
and the number of farm households
ralsing silk has dropped by 60 per-
cent.

The reason: Besides being hard to
put on, hard to walk in and hard to
care for, kimonos are expensive.

‘Traditional silk kimonos cost
anywhere from $1,500 to $15,000.
The average kimono costs In the
nelghborhood of $2,000, and be-
cause of this, many young women
now rent them for the once-yearly
round of New Year's visits or for the
other speclal occaslons such as wed-
dings. funerals and graduations
where kimonos are considered re-
quired formal attire,

Traditional kimonos properly
worn require at least 10 obis (kimo-
no sashes) and straps, and at least
one juban — the pale silk founda-
tion garments which are often worn
in layers beneath the kimono. Be-
neath the jubans are further layers

of cotton garments known as hada-
Juban. : -

est headache with the
traditional kimono may be in its care
and malintenance. Becausc dry
cleaning can damage a delicate silk
kimono, great efforts are made to
keep them from getting dirty. The
kimono must also be folded in a
proper way to prevent wrinkles
when storing.

Because new kimonos are not
silk, they can be thrown into a
washing machine at home and hung
in the closet just like any other
dress. In place of the intricate obi
sashes Is a single half-sash that a
woman can tle by herself.

Needless to say, the Idea of
changing not only the style but the
attitude behind the traditional Japa-
nese kimono has met resistance
among the old-line kimono manu-
facturers.

Eijl Ohashli, president of a Kyoto-
based obl maker and the man cred-
ited with first coming up with the
idea for the new kimono, says his
company has gotten the cold shoul-
der from the kimono industry all
over Japan.

As for Ms. Sone, she Is preparing
to leave Japan to live in New York
because, llke so many other Japa-
nese artists who try to be different,
she feels stifled In her own country.

The bigg

Kimono-based fashions
such as this outfit by Akemi Sone
are meeting resistance from
old-line manufacturers of kimonos.
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THE kimono — symbol
of Japanese culture and
tradition — is about to
go through a revolution.

For centuries the subtle
lines, controlled movements
and slow grace of the kKimono
have stood firm while other
Japanese traditions and arts
have changed or been pushed
into the background.

For all the dazzle and cos-
mopolitan flair of Tokyo, there
is still nothing as eye-catching

on its night-time streets as a
giimpse of the kimono.

The beautiful and still-living
museum piece gains much of
its charm f{rom the delicate
way in which it is worn.

Dozens of modern Japanese
and other designers have flir-
ted with the kimono image
and its related textiles, some
usmgltd.sauwmfﬂrnewd&
signs but never appm:a.t:tun
an understanding of the K-
mono's history and form.

Schools

Those traditions are now
being overhauled from within
by a kimono d-E‘E'ingl.':r who has
spent years training and
teaching the old style in “ki-
mono schools™ dedicated to its
proper wearing and care.

The result is an exciting and
refreshing range of styles
which respect the spirit and
feel of the ancient kimaono but
give it new joy and drama as
well as the flexbility to suit a
modem lifestyle.

Akemi Sone, 31, grew up in

SRF T el T

Western touc!
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From PETER WILSON in Tokyo

the traditional heart of
kimono design and is uniquely
placed to modernise Japan's
most famous garment.

Her family had a kKimono
business in Eobe and at 15 she
went to Eyoto to study the ki-
mano further.

and move in a kimono, how to
wear formal kimnno for spe-
cial occasions and even how to
put on a kKimono, a compli-
cated challenge which usually
needs more than one person.

At 23 Sone had a promising
future as a designer of tradi-
tional kimono.

But she moved to Tokyo, the
heart of modern Japan and
found a completely new con-
cept for the kKimono.

In ber Tokyo study she said:
“They are too expensive for
most people — standard cost is
$5000-$10,000 — and It is diffi-
cuit for an ordinary woman to
put one on alone,

“The average woman has

few places to wear a kKimono
and you certainly cannot wear
one In a casual way.”

Sone experimented with ki-
mono designs which can form
the base of either Japanese or
Western clothes and practical,
modert styles.

With ngid rules out the
wmdow she drapes one ki-
maono around the waist above
a leotard

Some are light for summer,
many are in vivid. colors and
all are hand-painted.

Effect

This kimono heretic has al-
ready raised eyebrows at her
first exhibition in Tokyo, but
she has not yet released the
range for sale.

She hopes to keep prices
down to $450 to $1400 by avoid-
ing the standard 100 per cent
silk and using silk-polyester,

Sone will move to New York
in March and plans to unveil
200 original “Western” kimono
deslgns in November 1989

Edited by SUSAN BREDOW and LIZ VAN DEN MNELNWERHOE
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(Continued trom Page 9)
Lhe wiy, will be tfl::]’!lj'l}' lu hear
they  are doing o revival ol
“Rin Tin Tin." Meanwhile.
«vo “Benji the Hunted.”

A fashion  show-luncheon
fcaturing "kimong now sivle”
by designer Akemi Soune, spon-
soredd by  the Japan lsracl
Vomen's Welfare Organization
and held at the Jewish Coms-
munity Center, wias i complete
success. 1 wasn't able 1o simy
for  the whole show., but
thought some of the members
of JIWWO did a very profes-
cwatal job of  modeling  the
wlassic Kimmerre and  the  cone-
temporary [ashions in Laneno
fabric.

Al the Tokve American
Club, Rosarin Bonavoalia, Fi-
nancial Attaché of the Il
Fmbassy, and Rory  Accame,
Hoanco Nazonale Del Lo
reld o joint exhibition of pho
wgraphs thwey bhave taken in
lapan  or  during  overseas
travels. Once apain | couldn’
stan a5 long as [ would e
liked. but am glad 1 dropped
kv o100 see the beawtiful photo-
graphy  amd mect some ven
inleresting people, Kosario use

wikon  with Kodachrome
filmy: Rory an Olympus with

Fuji filmes

Over at the Tokvo Hilton
Ceticlo smel Toni Cherubin
threw o marvelous party 1o sa
severterra 1o therr many friends.
Cinido heads the Leikermann
Waelchli Trading Co. and ufter
*Aowvears am Japan. they e
moving o Hong kong. The
=il were mosty from  the
Swiss business community, |
coved  ralkineg wath  LE,
Guerry, the Swiss First Secre-

CClere wmd Pres<i wle

like Bonavoglin and Accame,
15 & very accomplished photo-
cerupher and currently has an
exhibition of his work at Gal-
lery Watan.,

Werner and Ditas Hefil were
there, and it's always good
seeing them. Ditas, an image
consultant for “Magic Colors
wilth Style.,” was an absolute
knockout that evening.

The Cherubinis travel a
great deal and will get back to
Tokve from time to time,
Meanwhile. we wish them the
best in their new home in Hong
kong,

As alwavs when 1 otravel |
had to miss several happenings
here in Tokyo. These include
the Tokvo Kanto Lions Club
celebration of 50, Mary's Len
Club charter dayv at the school,
Koshin  Sato’s 8% Aulumn/
Winter collection showing  al
Hillside Plaza i Daikanvam.
the Umversity of Marvland.
Asian Division, Class of "8
commencement  exercises  and
reception at the New 3Sanno
Cenler. the opening receplion
of the exhibition, “The Amer-
ican Vision.” three penerations
of  Wyeth At hosted by
Timothy R, Scharader, Presi-
dent ATET Japan., amd  Seiji
Oshvimn, director. Sclagava Art
Muscum. at the museum. and
it dinner party by Hadi and
Maha Debs in their beautiful
Shibuvy Home.

T ram intg the Dehs swith
their daughter, Hann, visiting
here from Paris, at the Holly-
woold Casino night at the To-
kve American Club. Hana's
back in Paris but the Debs
second  doughter. Hadin, who
uleny lives in Paris. 15 wvisiling
here now,

R e e et e
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Above: - Kazoce  Matsufuji
with Rachel Cohen, wife of
the Israeli Ambassador, and
Asanumn-san. At left, top:
Antlonia Feiler and  Viee
President of the  Jewish
Community Center Sheila
Gutman. At left, below:
Sandi Uri and Reiko Kachi-
novsky. At right: Francine
Martin, Keiko Hosoiva ad
Yael Treuherz. Below, left:
Francis DBushell and  Judy
Citrin, Below right: Daphna
Tamir and Shipi Horn. Bot-
tom: Sakako Hattori, Bonnie
Segal, Yukn Higashi amd the
designer Alkemi Sone,
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AKEMI SONE'S original hand pei-nte;i. kimonos.

Unique Kimono Fashion
Created By Akemi Sone

A unique kimono fashion
show featuring styles by
Akemi Sone was held recent-
ly at Aoyama’s Spiral Hall.
Based on her convictions
about wearing kimonos with

- a sense of Western style, the
-show was unusual in its use

of ordinary kimono and its
disregard for traditional
ideas of kimono wear.

The first part of the show,
“Kimono Exercise 50
Types,”’ displayed ordinary
and rather subdued kimonos
in fresh and original ways.
Some had their hems folded
up and were worn with
matching boots, like mini
dresses, while others were
worn with backs and fronts
reversed, off the shoulder, or
with the lining exposed for
color contrast. Long-sleeved
furisode kimonos were worn
as evening dresses by tying
the long sleeves in front, or
worn with one sleeve being
used as a hood or a shawl,

Other kimonos were worn
like wrap dresses, accented
with wide belts, necklaces,
high heels, and other accesso-

Hideki Fujii, were also

shown.

Many of these kimonos had
the traditional kimono form,
though some had detachable
collars and sleeves that could
be interchanged and worn in
differing combinations. Oth-
ers had padded shoulders, or
were worn with sunglasses or
spats. Sone's bold India-ink
painting and letters on the

plain cloth added a strange
modernity.

Sone, who began her career
as a music journalist, estab-
lished Kimono Fashion Stu-
dio in 1980 and became a ki-
mono consultant for singers,
TV talents, actresses and ki-
mono shows. In 1984 she held
a kimono show, “Shiromu-
ltu,”” in Hawaii.

Her flexible approach to ki-
mono wear may become very
popular with foreign women,
who have few fixed ideas
about kimone, ana young
Japanese women who prefer
to coordinate fashions freely
according to Lheir own
taste.—Yoko Mizui.

.~ candidates :from:

rla- '|!-|." "

The Jap‘ane‘se Socialist
Pert}f (JSP)-is running the
-, greatest number of, female
any onc
party, in " Sunday’s double
- election:'16 of 78 women run-
mng for- the upp er house, and
- 22 of 34 running for the low-

‘- er house..In this report on 12
_.ef the more neteble JSP can-

didates, the first paragraph
on each woman contains the
following -information: (1)
Age. (2) Whether candidate
for the House of Representa-
tives (Rep) or House of Coun-
cillors (Coun.) (3). Electoral
district. The district number
follows the place name for
Representative elections.
“Prop.”” means proportional
representation constituency.
In the last election, the top
nine candidates of the JSP
Prop. lineup were elected. (4)
If incumbent, the number of
terms served, and from what
yvear, (Note: all four incum-
bents have served continu-
ously).

Takalco Doi. (57) Rep. Hyo-
go 2. Six terms, from 1969,

Born Kobe. During mass
fire bombing, strafing of
Kobe in Feb. 1945, fled home
minutes before it received di-
rect hit. Instructor Doshisha
and Kansai Gakuin universi-

ties (law).

Succeeded Sumiko Tanaka

s party vice chairwoman,

11 eunded “Wemen Against
S 85 At Mllltﬂl‘lﬁm !
. grassroots
i - movement. Key
. figure in revi-
~.sion of nation-

2 ality law that
SR R remﬂved SEY-
ism, Last Oct., assembled dis-
tinguished female Social-
ist/Labor party members
from five countries for anti-

nuclear forum in Tokyo, and

sponsored public forum on
women's political ‘participa-
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Fashion

The liberation of kimono KN

ou see them on special days, Com-
ing-of-Age Day, New Year's, or at
weddings and graduations, girls
tripping along in tightly bound
kimono, balancing on platfiorm shoes
much too small for their feet. Today's art
of kimono has evolved into an enigma of
wrapping and tying that tries the most die-
hard of traditionalists.
In two or three years, though, if kimono
designer Akemi Sone has her way, Japa-
nese women will be enjoying the indi-

Toshiki Sawaguchi

Akemi Sone

viduality and freedom of movement of
Western dress without compromising the
beauty of their native dress.

To accomplish this Sone is preparing to
take the long way home.

Presently designing and marketing four
lines of traditional kimono, Sone also de-
signs what she calls **kirumono,”
nftshoots of kimono which break free of
the rigid limitations imposed on present-
dav kimono wearers. These she rents on a
private basis only in Japan.

Reversible garments, detachable col-
lars. sleeves worn as a hood or shawl, off-
the-shoulder-styles, kimono worn back-
wards or tied up as mini dresses warn with
high heels or boots and jeans, these are all
marks of Sone’s touch.

In a land where the image of traditional
kimono still reigns omnipresent, Sone's
designs are often viewed as corruptions,
rather than as wearable modern clothing
titted to the the new age, based on and
respectiul of the old, as she intends.

I have no desire to change the tradi-

tional style but want to create a parallel
line of very wearable clothing,”” Sone
assures, speaking at her Tokyo Meguro's
Akemi Sone Kimono Fashion Studio,

"My designs are not acts of rebellion. |
see designing as a challenge,” In fact,
Sone hopes that her ideas will help kimo-
no adapt to and survive the changing
limes.

I telt sad to see the number of women
wearing kimono becoming ever smaller.
Each era had their own unique style and |
wanted Showa to have one
too.”

many ways as a revitaliza-
tion of kimono's past and
feels that what is left of
kimono today is but a sha-
dow of the past, the form
without the essence.,

“Women used to climb
mountains and ride horses
in kimono. They found
pleasure in sewing on little
exlras, or taking kimono
apart, recutting them and
making new clothing. Now
all that is left of kimono are
the hard parts.”

Sone's interest in kimono and desire to
free it from the present rigidity to which it
is captive stems from an intimate knowl-
edge of the art of kimono.

Her parents ran a kimono schoal,
where Sone taught since she was 18, tak-
ing her students through the intricacies of
kimono wearing — wear this at a wed-
ding, this at a funeral, wear it like this
here, like that there and so on and s0 on.

“I had strong doubts. Why was | teach-
ing such agonizing details and why did
people accept them as necessary for wea-
ring kimono,"”" Sone reflects.

She broke away from the kimono world
and started work as a music reviewer,
wriling on weekdays but still teaching at
the kimono school on Sundays. "My par-
ents wanted to disown me. They thought
I'd never amount to anything,”’ Sone
laughs. In her new work she came in
contact with many entertainers, including
numerous enka singers. Aware of her
knowledge of kimono, her advice was
often sought.

Sone sees her creations in

“All along, | was thinking, ‘This is the
warld to which | belong,” ** she remem-
bers. "l decided to stop thinking of kimo-
no as kimono and just saw it as one big
piece of material. | imagined all the things
| could do with it. folding it here, tying it
there. It was a challenge to discover how
many different styles | could come up with
using the one basic piece.” Sone found 70
different ways to restyle the basic kimono.

Mow, in a strategic move to prepare the
eyes of Japanese for her designs, Sone is
planning a New York debut of 200 designs
early next year. ““We plan to cut costs and
prices by using synthetics and prints rather
than silk and hand-painted designs, We're
looking at a price range of ¥350,000-
¥130,000. Prices of traditional kimono in
Japan run in the tens of millions of yen.

“Japanese have the bad tendency to
readily accept things after they have re-
ceived the approval of the Americans or
Europeans,” Sone says. “If | were to open
my line here now, Japanese would see it
merely as kimono, yet not the ‘real thing.*
Their eyes aren’t prepared for it yet.”

— BARBARA BAYER
Weekly

April 16, 1988
Vol. 28, No.16
180 Yen. -

Photos courtesy of Akerm: ~

NEW LOOK : Models displav »
tions on the kimono:; worn hackw
(top lelt): folded and helted | toope
Above, rock singer Stephanie pe- -
wearing an Akemi Sane creatins
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From Japan

;‘ A NEW KICK IN KIMONOS

Contemporary styles shake up an industry wrapped in tradition

By Akiko Fukami
Tokvo Bureau of The Sun
Tokyo

orn and bred in a world
steeped In one of Japan's old-

esl cultural traditions. Akemi
Sone hardly seemed the tyvpe whao
would one day end up belng branded
a heretic and accused of trying to
turn the ancient and venerable ki-
mono industry on Its head.

Daughter of a family thal ran a
kimono school in the city of Kobe,
Ms. Sone was 15 when she was sent
by her parents to Japan's cullural
capital of Kyoto to begin studying the
intricate arts of wearing and caring
for kimonos -- the exquisite silk
garments that are so central to Ja-
pan's traditional image around the
world

Within three years she hersell
had become an instructor. and
scemingly a perfect example of the
lype person destined o hand down
one of Japan’'s most important cul-
leral traditions to the next genera-
Lion

Lintil, that is, the day came nine
years ago when Akemi Sone stopped
thinking of the kimono as a museum
piece and started thinking of it as
just another piece of materal,

I didn’t like the idea of teaching
how 1o wear a kimono as a kind of
cultural relic,” says the 31 -year-old
tesigner. “Until then, | had been
canght up In the idea that tradition
miist be kept untouched. . . . All you
need is a dose of imagination Lo lib-
erale your sense of beauly, IT yon

Akemi Sone, one of Japan's most
innovative young designers, is planning
to ‘debut her new-style kimono dresses

in the United States next spring.

think of it as something different
from "the Kimono,” you realize there
are millions of different ways lo wear
it and it becomes just like any other
piece of clothing.”

Now one of Japan’'s most Innova-
tive young designers, Ms. Sone
presents dozens of ways of wearing
a single kimono (o audiences thal
are sometimes shockhed, occasionally
watraged. but always fascinated.

Next spring. Ms. Sone is sched-
uled to make her debut In New York
by presenting some 200 varieties of

kimona-tzised fashions, altered a bit

from the basic form to fit the West-
ern taste. She hopes eventually to
open some shops In the United
States to sell her dresses for about
5640 aplece. ¥

Ms. Sone's kimonos can be worn
backward with a palr of suede bootls:
wrapped around the walst over a leo-
tard or wort: llke a miniskirt with a
pair of colored tights and high heels.

“I'm not trying to be negatlve
about the traditional way of wearing
kimonos.” says Ms. Sone. "l just
want to shed a new light on our fa-
vorite garment so that Japanese
women and women around the
world can add the kimono to their
wanrdrobe.”

Ms. Sone Is nol the only one Lry-
Ing to take the kimono out of the
cultural closet and put it back into
everyday use.

Sales of what are being called
“new kimonos™ have surged In Ja-

pan and have evidently captured the

Iimagination of young, fashion-con-
sclous Japanese women who had al-
ways wanted to wear a kimono but
lacked the skills needed to put them
on or had resisted the rgid, formal
rules that govern thelr use.

Unlike Ms. Sone’s crealions, new
kimonos look like traditional kimo-
nos and are worn Lthe same way bul
can be made oul of colton, linen,
polyester or other artificlal blends.
Many of Tokyo's mosl fashionable
department stores have added spe-
clal new kimono boutiques, and the
fashion is apparently catching on:
Sales are growing by about 50 per-

cenl o vear even thoogh nesw ko
s are nob cheap, the average oosl
Delnngt svbsont 5560

If 1t lasts, the new fashion coald
e v much-needed shot In the arm
for an industry thal is slowly
shrinking.

Ikimonos are an unusual enougl
sight an the streets of Tokyo (hese
days that a woman wearing onie
stands out In a crowd: since 1972,
the amourtt ‘of silk produced for ki-
monos has declined by 40 percent
and the number of farm houscholds
raising silk has dropped by 60 per-
cent.

The reason: Besldes being hard to
put on, hard to walk In and hard to
care for, kimonos are expensive,

Traditional silk kimonos cosl
anywhere from 51,500 to 515,000,
The average kimono costs in the
nelghborhood of $2,000, and be-
cause of this, many young women
now rent them for the once-yearly
round of New Year's visits or for the
other special oceaslons such as wed-
dings, funerals and graduations
where kimonos are considered re-
quired formal attire.

Traditlonal kimonos properly
worn require at least 10 obls (kimo-
no sashes) and straps, and al least
one juban — the pale silk founda-
tion garments which are often worn
in layers beneath the kimono, Be-
neath the jubans are further layers

Poonlllesie grong 1nmecnale boriewsvc e oo Faons s
LT
Pl Dlpgest heackaoehe withe tlee
Praclitional kimono may be in s care
anel malntenance. Because  dry
cleaning can damage a delicate silk
kimono, great cfforts are made Lo
keep them from getting dirty. The
kimaono must also be folded in g
|II'[}I‘]1'I‘ WY Ly |:IFI!"L'!"[I[ U.'J'Ir]]-':lr_'!-,
when storing.

Because new kimonos are nol
silk, they can be thrown into a
washing machine al home amd hung
in the closel just like any other
tlress. In place of the intricate ol
sashes 1s a single hall-sash that &
woman can e by hersell.

Needless to say. the Wea ol
changing nol oniy the style but the
allitude behind the traditional Japa-
nese kimono has met resislance
among the old-line Kimono manoa-
facturers.

Elji Ohashi, president of a Kyoto-
based obl maker and the man cred-
ited with first coming up with the
idea for the new kimono, says his
company has gotlen the cold shoul-
der from the kimono Industry all
over Japan.

As for Ms. Sone, she is preparing
to leave Japan to live in New York
because, lilke so many other Japa-
nese artlsts who try to be different,
she feels stilled in her own country,

Kimono-based fashions
such as this outfit by Akemi Sone
are meeling resistance from
old-ine manufacturers of kimonos.
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@ Designer Akemi Sone ... revolution.

are too expensive [for
most people — standard
cost is $5000-510,000 —
and it is difficult for an
ordinary woman to put

“You are supposed o
wihln spescind white socks
il fowtwear, it in ime
practical Lo movre around
and wvour breasts are
pressed in as if they don't
exist.

“The average WwWoOInan
has few places to wear a

o

cannol wear one n o»
casual way.

“I think the main
reason I wasn't satished
with the traditional sys-
tern is that only a small
number of people can
really wear 2 kimono
often and comfortably.”

In Tokyo. Sone made

ey

L ¥ .

started
and de
radical
She L.
no 85 4 RGeS O iiew..

R L L R S e

<] eitheér Japanese
Western clethes and
practical, modern siyies

The results can De stun.
uing. With the rigid rules
cul the window, she
drapes one EKimong
sround the walst over a
leotard.

-y

miniskirt with colored

tights and high heeis
Some have zippers and
knotls to allow sleeves to
be detached, leaving a
simpler dress.

Some are light and

breezy for surmmer, many -

are in vivid colors and all
are hand-painted,

One rich blue kimono
comes with big lapels,
puffed shoulders and a
tied belt on the back but
still retains the traditio-
nal openings under the
aMNpPILs.

A long black dress has
padded shoulders, a thick
leather belt, big buckles
and brooches and a low
neckline yvet somehow
still manages to look like
a kimono.

Sone's more basic radi-
cal changes include using
normal, modern wnder-
wear instead of the
traditional offerings and
Western-style shocs in
place of the awkward
Japanese sandals.

This kimono heretic
has already raised eye-

| brows at her fArst exhibi-

I ——

'n she, does sell

she hopes t0 keep

s down Lo #4530 to

)} by avoiding the
dard 100 per rent

B e e o1t L =
palvester combinat;
mevergl HITMOomnT T
wolanrere  duave  lreggw
G clhwap male s o
cul prices, in the | wess
slarting 2 boomn . the
‘céew kimono” which is
actuaily o more than a
cheap version of the

&

=

"“There 15 no significant
difference belweenn the
new kKimono and traditio
nal kimono, except in

- price,” Sone says.

“It is a g trend in
that it makes Eimono
more accessibie to ordin-
ary people but it is not
developing the concépt of
the kimono at all The
wearer still has to stick to
the traditiomal ways of
wearing it."

The kimono industry is
walching closely to see
how Sone's work f(ares.

According to the
traditional school owner,
Mr Tosao Suzuki, “the in-
dustry should welcome
such a move in view of the
fact that kimono are too
E?.]JEHEI?E, man:.r WOITID
can't put them on by
themselves and there
aren't many places Lo
wear one”

Bul he savys Lo¢ many
changes should b re-
sisted as “conlrad: Llory
to the moral traditicn - of
Weanng a Kimono®.

“The Kimono is wo:-'l.

- preserving and its heart

cannot
with.”

Sone will move to New
York in March, and plans
to unveil 200 original
“Western” kimono de-
Signs nexl year.

Il her work is success-
ful in New York she
hopes to export to
Europe, Australia and
then Japan.

be Lampered

“I have no contacts in
Australia but I'm very
mterested in that mar-
ket,” she sald.
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From Sports Nippon, March 28, 1989

AND NOW, PRESENTING KIMONO TO THE WORLD

For the first time, kimono 1s stepping on to the 1nternat nal
stage as casual fashionwear. At the end of this month, Akemi 3cne.
one of Japan’'s major kimono designers, will be moving her
operations to New York. Armed with her creations, which transform
the Kimono from something to be worn to something to wear, she 1is
going to face judgment day in New York, the information capital of
the world.

In addition to being a kimono designer, Akemi is also the
fashion coordinator for several female vocal stars. With hopes of
using her varied experience to break out of the narrow world of
Kimono, she has turned to the U. S. as the scene for the next phase
of her activities. Last year she appeared on a program on CNN,
The upcoming move will enable her to measure herself or an
international scale.

“This is not a harking back to the past. I want to see how we
can instill a breath of contemporary air into the colors and shapes
that have been so carefully cultivated in Japan over the centuries.
I would 11ke to see the women of the world wearing the kimono that
Japanese women have loved for so long, as a dramatic fashion
expression combining straight and curved lines.”

This fall she will have a major showing of new, casual fashion
in an effort to raise the world’'s awareness of kimono.
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From The Weekly Yomiuri, April 3, 1988

WOMEN OF ’88

Akemi Sone, Kimono Designer

A small, blue flame 1is always burning inside her heart.

The understated and the dazzling. The outrageous and the
restrained. The simple and the elegant. And the femininity that
floats within that charm. This is what makes Akemi Sone’s work so
mysterious and seductive.

"I want to be able to wear the traditional kimono, which is my
heritage as a Japanese woman. But I also want to be able to cloak
myself in a piece of cloth, to be fashionable. They are two
different directions. Right now, I choose the latter.”

Her passionate search for new shapes is l1ike a flame looking
for more combustible materials to burn.

Reverse the front and back. Wear it with high heels. Try
seventy different ways of wearing the same piece of material.
Suddenly the kimono is brought back to its starting point as
something to wear, rather than be worn.

"I want to always appreciate the use of one piece of material
and straight lines that have always characterized the kimono. That
will be the basis of wearing it, and wrapping 1it."”

It could be worn with high heels, for example. Seen by
foreign women as Japanese high fashion, to the Japanese woman, it
would be an unexpected twist for the Kkimono. Women can free
themselves of excess baggage and become all the more womanly.

Next May, Akemi and her staff are moving the focus of their
work to New York. These days, she is immersed in the design of 150
pieces to be presented there.

"Here 1in Japan, I have to explain about how this all evolved
from the traditional kimono. It takes a long introduction. Over
there, if people l1ike something, they want to wear 1t; 1if they
don’t like it, they say so, and that's it. Results come quickly.
This is one of the reasons for my move.’

Add to this the feudalistic nature of the kimono industry 1n
Japan. Its closed-mindedness. And Akemi’s small, blue flame
filled with desire.

This reporter is male. And I find every one of her pieces to
be alluring.

"I think of a man. And the kind of women he finds attractive.
I want to create those women. Maybe that’s what you see in my
work."

The man who loves this woman 1s certain to suffer from never
enjoying more than a thin veneer of possession.

One of the brand names is "AKEMI."
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